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think that such heroism, or call it restraint, is beyond human
nature. Human nature will only find itself when it fully
realizes that to be human it has to cease to be beastly or
brutal. Though we have the human form, without the
attainment of the virtue of non-violence, we still share the
qualities of our remote reputed ancestor, the orangoutang.
These are not idle words I am writing. Let the Czechs
know that the Working Committee wrung itself with pain
while their doom was being decided- The pain was quite
selfish in a way. But on that account it was the more real.
For though numerically we are a big nation, in terms of
Europe, i.e. in terms of organized scientific violence, we
are smaller than Czechoslovakia. Our liberty is not merely
threatened, we are fighting to regain it. The Czechs are
fully armed; we are wholly unarmed. And so the Com-
mittee sat to deliberate what its duty was by the Czechs,
what part the Congress was to play if the war cloud burst
on us. Were we to bargain with England for our liberty
and appear to befriend Czechoslovakia, or were we to live
up to the creed of non-violence and say in the hour of trial
for afflicted humanity that, consistently with our creed, we
could not associate ourselves with war even though it might
ostensibly be for the defence of Czechoslovakia whose very
existence was threatened for no fault of hers, or for the only
fauxt that she was too small to defend herself single-handed ?
The Working Committee had almost come to the conclusion
that it would deny itself the opportunity of striking a bar-
gain with England, but would make its contribution to the
world peace, to the defence of Czechoslovakia and to India's
freedom by declaring to the world by its action that the
way to peace with honour did not lie through the mutual
slaughter of the innocents, but that it lay only and truly
through the practice of organized non-violence even unto
death.
And this was but the logical and natural step the Work-
ing Committee could have taken, if it was to prove true to
its creed. If India could gain her freedom through non-
violence, as Congressmen are to believe they can, she could
also defend her freedom by the same means, and hence
a fortiori could a smaller nation like Czechoslovakia.

